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EEW4 INTERNAL EVENT REPORT N 1

Project partner
Title of the event
Date & location

Organiser(s)
Number of

participants
Summary of the

event

OÖ Energiesparverband
Energy Efficiency Policy Conference 2020
5 March 2020, Wels/Austria
OÖ Energiesparverband
250

The "Energy Efficiency Policy Conference" was held in the context of the
annual international conference World Sustainable Energy Days (WSED,
www.wsed.at) on 5 March 2020 in Wels/Austria. 250 participants took part.

The event offered an update on energy efficiency policy in Europe, provided
insights on the link between policies and narratives for the energy transition,
and served as a platform to carry out the Energy Efficiency Watch Survey with
an audience of energy experts.

Radoš Horáček of the EU Commission, DG Energy, presented first measures
of the New Green Deal. He also kindly stepped in for Anette Jahn/Ulrike
Nuscheler from EASME (unable to join on short notice due to Covid
circumstances) and presented results from EU funded projects that offer
valuable input for the development of narratives.

Participants heard about real-life stories where narratives are supporting
achievements in the energy transition and how these narratives were
developed and used to increase energy efficiency and the uptake of
renewables. Young energy professionals from around Europe expressed
which concrete energy policies could increase the impact of their work and
help them in shaping a better future. These presentations contained
inspiring insights for potential narratives.

An important programme point was gathering inputs for the EEW4 survey.
Conference participants took part in the survey through hand-held voting
devices.

“The project EEW4 has received funding from the European Union Horizon 2020
research and innovation programme under grant agreement No 847153”

The publication reflects only the author’s view and that the European Commission is
not responsible for any use that may be made of the information it contains
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Event evaluation The turnout of 250 experts from a range of backgrounds highlights the high
level of interest in the presented topics. Positive feedback was received from
participants. In addition to offering them a comprehensive update on energy
efficiency policies in Europe, the event was an opportunity to gather input on
the link between energy policies and narratives. Thanks to a feedback loop,
these insights will flow into and enrich the scientific process on narrative
development within the EEW4 project.

The conference was held as a compact half-day event embedded in the
WSED, one of Europe’s major conferences on energy efficiency. Participants
took the opportunity to also attend other events of the WSED such as the
Industrial Energy Efficiency Conference, Green financing workshop, Smart E-
Mobility Conference, technical site visits, a major energy tradeshow,
networking events and more.

Bringing together energy experts from various sectors allowed for
networking and an exchange of experience. The conference also offered a
platform to carry out the Energy Efficiency Watch survey with a range of
energy experts from many EU Member States.

The Energy Efficiency Policy Conference was the last large event to take
place in Austria before many countries went into lockdown in response to the
covid pandemic. Continuously tighter travel restrictions required adaptations
to the planned programme, as some speakers were unable to attend on
short notice. Despite these challenges, the conference could be held under
strict hygiene safety measures. Overall, the event was considered a success
by the organisers and attendees.

Objective &
main

programme

points

The main objectives of the Energy Efficiency Policy Conference included:
 offering an update on energy efficiency policy in Europe and presenting

the first concrete measures of the EU Green Deal,
 gathering new insights on the link between policies and narratives for

the energy transition and on narrative development,
 serving as a platform to carry out the Energy Efficiency Watch Survey

with an audience of energy experts.

The event started with the session on "Europe's new Green Deal: Energy
efficiency at the centre". Radoš Horáček of the EU Commission, DG Energy,
gave an update on the status of energy efficiency policy in Europe and an
outlook on what the Green Deal will bring. EASME’s presentation "Beyond
energy efficiency: results from EU projects" gave concrete examples of how
the energy transition is already contributing to a better society on a multitude
of levels (e.g. higher quality of life, greater competitiveness, job creation,
health, better property value, innovation). This offered valuable input for the
development of narratives. Radoš Horáček kindly stepped in for Anette
Jahn/Ulrike Nuscheler (unable to join on short notice due to Covid
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circumstances). Jeremy Sung of the International Energy Agency
presented key results from the IEA Energy Efficiency Report 2019.

Finally, the Energy Commissioner of Upper Austria outlined the
region’s ambitious goals and actions for the energy transition.

This was followed by the "Narrative Session: Creating a better society
through the local energy transition". In this session, participants learnt
about real-life stories where narratives are supporting achievements
in the energy transition, and about how these narratives were
developed and used to increase energy efficiency and the uptake of
renewables. Vlasta Krmelj of the Energy Agency of Podravje (Slovenia)
presented how the energy transition is leading to the creation of a
better community image. Nina Riehle from the Municipality of Ras Al
Khaimah (United Arab Emirates) reported how increasing energy
efficiency has enable a significant increase in competitiveness and
better use of public funds.
Young energy professionals from around Europe were expressed
which concrete energy policies could help them in their carriers and in
shaping a better future. Young energy professionals from around
Europe expressed which concrete energy policies could increase the
impact of their work and help them in shaping a better future. These
presentations contained inspiring insights for potential narratives.

An important programme point in the Narrative Session was carrying
out the EEW4 survey. Conference participants took part in the survey
through hand-held voting devices. They shared their views on the
ambition and progress of energy efficiency policies in their country as
well as on key factors for narrative development. The answers were
shown to the audience right away, which allowed for direct feedback.
The input was also collected and integrated into the data compilation
for the overall survey, thus increasing the survey’s outreach and the
quality of its results.
As addition element to the main programme points, the Regional
Minister for Economy and Energy of Upper Austria presented the
annual Young Energy Efficiency Researcher Award.
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Input
collection

The strength of using narratives for energy efficiency and the energy
transition is a field that is just starting to be explored. The conference
was an opportunity for the EEW4 team to gather insights on the link
between energy policies and narratives. Thanks to a strong feedback
loop, this information will flow into and enrich the scientific process on
narrative development within the EEW4 project.

In addition to the valuable input gained from the high-level
presentations, the conference was also used as a platform for carrying
out the Energy Efficiency Watch Survey (which was launched in
February 2020). Hand-held voting devices were used to collect
stakeholders' views on the ambition and progress of energy efficiency
policies in their countries as well as on key factors for narrative
development. The results were shared immediately with the audience.
The input was also collected and integrated into the data compilation
for the overall survey, thus increasing the survey’s outreach and the
quality of its results.

In addition to the valuable input gained from the high-level
presentations, the conference was also used as a platform for carrying
out the Energy Efficiency Watch Survey (which was launched in
February 2020). Hand-held voting devices were used to collect
stakeholders' views on the ambition and progress of energy efficiency
policies in their countries as well as on key factors for narrative
development. The results were shared immediately with the audience.
The input was also collected and integrated into the data compilation
for the overall survey, thus increasing the survey’s outreach and the
quality
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EEW4 INTERNAL EVENT REPORT N2

Project partner OÖ Energiesparverband
Title of the

event
Date & location

Organiser(s)
Number of

participants
Summary of the

event

Energy Efficiency Policy Conference 2021

23 June 2021, Wels/Austria
OÖ Energiesparverband
426

The "Energy Efficiency Policy Conference" was held as a compact half-day event in
the context of the annual international conference World Sustainable Energy Days
(WSED, www.wsed.at) on 23 June 2021. 426 participants took part, mostly online.

High-level speakers from the European Commission and IEA presented latest
information on energy efficiency policy in Europe and concrete measures of the
EU Green Deal. An important programme point was the dissemination of EEW
project activities and results, as well as first policy considerations on how to
complement policy instruments with successful narratives. Participants also
received insight on financing solutions for scaling up investments in energy
efficiency.

The conference was held during the covid pandemic. Despite the much higher
efforts required, it was organised as hybrid event to allow for valuable
networking and interaction between on-site speakers and participants. The large
number of participants shows the high level of interest in the presented topics.
Overall, the event was considered a success by the organisers and attendees.

Event evaluation Over 400 experts from a range of backgrounds attended the event – mostly
online and a small number on site. This turnout shows the high level of interest in
the presented topics.

High-level speakers from the European Commission and IEA presented latest
information on energy efficiency policy in Europe and concrete measures of the
EU Green Deal. The conference also offered a platform for disseminating results
of the extensive EEW4 survey of experts, as well as other project activities.

The conference was held as a compact half-day event embedded in the WSED,
one of Europe’s major conferences on the energy transition and climate
neutrality. Participants took the opportunity to also attend other events of the

“The project EEW4 has received funding from the European Union Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under
grant agreement No 847153”

The publication reflects only the author’s view and that the European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be
made of the information it contains
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WSED such as the Industrial Energy Efficiency Conference, Smart E-Mobility
Conference, Innovation Workshops and more.

The World Sustainable Energy Days 2021 were held during the covid pandemic.
On-site networking and interaction between speakers and participants greatly
contribute to the impact and outreach of an event. Therefore, the organisers
decided to hold the event in June (rather than the foreseen date in February) in
order to allow on-site participation. Despite the much higher efforts required, a
complex hybrid structure was adopted. Participants and speakers could take part
online and on site. Strict hygiene safety measures were applied on site. Overall,
the event was considered a success by the organisers and attendees.

Objective &
main

programme

points

The main objectives of the Energy Efficiency Policy Conference included:
 offering an update on energy efficiency policy in Europe and presenting

concrete measures of the EU Green Deal
 disseminating the results of the EEW expert survey and key input elements

for narrative development
 presenting the case studies on narrative building that are being developed in

the EEW project as well as first policy considerations on how to complement
policy instruments with successful narratives

 giving insight on financing solutions for scaling up investments in energy
efficiency

The conference started with the session "Policy and Financing: A green recovery
through the energy transition". The opening speech was held by Upper Austria's
Regional Minister for Economy and Energy. Carlos Sánchez Rivero from DG
Energy presented the European Commission's energy efficiency policies and
programmes for a green recovery. Brian Motherway from the IEA gave a global
update on progress in energy efficiency and an outlook to 2020.

The second part of the session focussed on triggering more investments in the
energy transition and financing solutions to achieve this. Christophe Milin from
the European Commission (CINEA) presented how "Integrated Home Renovation
Services" are key to increasing the renovation rate and moving towards climate
goals. Gerhard Dell, Manager of the regional energy agency (OÖ
Energiesparverband) and Energy Commissioner of Upper Austria, explained how
increased investments in the energy transition are being triggered in Upper
Austria. Helena Mölter from the Wuppertal Institute presented findings from the
"Green Recovery Tracker" on whether EU member states’ national recovery
plans are sufficiently contributing to the green transition. This was followed by a
presentation by Karsten Löffler from the Green and Sustainable Finance Cluster
on redesigning the finance system for the energy transition. As final speakers of
the session, Ralf Goldmann from the European Investment Bank, presented the
EIB's Climate Bank Roadmap for financing the Green Deal.

The second session of the conference was titled "Best practices in energy
efficiency policy - solutions for the post-pandemic era". The pandemic and
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Input collection

Valuable information on European policies and measures was gained from the
high-level presentations and shared among the participants. In addition, the
conference was an opportunity for the EEW4 team to gather insights on the link
between energy policies and narratives. Thanks to a strong feedback loop, this
information will flow into and enrich the scientific process on narrative

resulting societal changes offer opportunities for new narratives for energy
efficiency and the energy transition. In this session, participants learnt about how
such narratives can be developed and how innovative policies can make energy
efficiency the new normal. An important programme point in this session was the
dissemination of EEW project activities and results. Christiane Egger (OÖ
Energiesparverband) presented key input factors for developing narratives for
the energy transition from the extensive EEW4 expert survey. Daniel Becker
(Guidehouse) presented case studies on narrative building that are being
developed in the EEW project as well as first policy considerations on how to
complement policy instruments with successful narratives.

As additional element to the main programme points, the Regional Minister for
Economy and Energy of Upper Austria presented the annual Young Energy
Efficiency Researcher Award.
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EEW4 INTERNAL EVENT REPORT N3

Project partner OÖ Energiesparverband
Title of the

event
Date & location

Organiser(s)
Number of

participants
Summary of the

event

Energy Efficiency Policy Conference 2022

7 April 2022, Wels/Austria
OÖ Energiesparverband
434

The "Energy Efficiency Policy Conference" was held as a compact half-day event
in the context of the annual international conference World Sustainable Energy
Days (WSED, www.wsed.at) on 7 April 2022. 434 participants took part, about 60
% on-site.

High-level speakers from the European Commission and IEA presented the "Fit
for 55" package and latest information on energy efficiency policies in Europe.
The event focused on how this new and comprehensive policy framework
supports energy efficiency. Other key topics included how well-designed
recovery plans can use clean energy as an agent for economic revival as well as
the interaction between policy framework and narratives for engaging and
empowering citizens for energy efficiency.

Due to the situation of the pandemic in early Spring 2022, the decision was taken
to postpone the event to April (to allow higher on-site participation) and to offer
a hybrid format. Around 60 % of participants were present on-site in Wels, a sign
of the high value they place in the networking opportunities offered by the event
in addition to the information received through the presentations. Overall, the
event was considered a success by the organisers and attendees.

Event evaluation Over 400 experts from a range of backgrounds attended the event. This turnout
shows the high level of interest in the presented topics. Around 60 % were
present on-site, taking full advantage of networking opportunities. The decision
to offer a hybrid format again in 2022 permitted contributions from key speakers
who were not able to travel. It also allowed participants to follow the sessions
online and benefit from the event.

The conference was held as a compact half-day event embedded in the WSED, a
leading conference on the energy transition and climate neutrality. Participants
took the opportunity to also attend other events of the WSED such as the
Industrial Energy Efficiency Conference, Smart E-Mobility Conference, Innovation
Workshops and more.

“The project EEW4 has received funding from the European Union Horizon 2020 research and innovation programme under
grant agreement No 847153”

The publication reflects only the author’s view and that the European Commission is not responsible for any use that may be
made of the information it contains
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On-site networking and interaction between speakers and participants greatly
contribute to the impact and outreach of an event. Due to the situation of the
pandemic in early Spring 2022, the decision was taken to postpone the event to
April (rather than the foreseen date of starting of March). This allowed for a
higher on-site participation. Despite the much higher efforts required, the
complex hybrid structure first used at the WSED 2021 was maintained. On-site
present was encouraged, but participants and speakers could also take part
online, if needed. The hygiene safety measures in place at the time were applied
on site. Overall, the event was considered a success by the organisers and
attendees.

Objective &
main

programme

points

The main objectives of the Energy Efficiency Policy Conference included:
 offering an update on energy efficiency policy in Europe and presenting the

"Fit for 55" package
 presenting how well-designed recovery plans can use clean energy as an

agent for economic revival
 giving insight on policy frameworks and narratives for engaging and

empowering citizens for energy efficiency.

The conference started with the session "Fast tracking energy efficiency: Fit for
55". The opening speech was held by the Energy Commissioner of Upper Austria.
Claudia Canevari from DG Energy presented the "Fit for 55" package and how this
new and comprehensive policy framework supports energy efficiency. Kevin Lane
from the IEA offered insights on energy efficiency progress on the path to Paris
targets. Michael Aumer from the Austrian Federal Ministry for Climate Action,
Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and Technology presented Austria’s
renewable heat strategy and its key role in achieving the energy transition.
Miranda Schreurs from the Technical University of Munich held an interesting
talk on narratives for the energy transition from a global perspective.

The second conference session "Driving energy efficiency investments"
showcased well-designed recovery plans which lead the way forward in using
clean energy as an agent for economic revival. It included a contribution by
Nadine Müller from the European Commission Recovery and Resilience Task
Force. This session showed how to make clean energy investments happen at
national and regional levels in Europe and beyond and presented different
narratives for the energy transition that are having a positive impact.

The third part of the conference, "Engaging and empowering citizens", took a
closer look on the key role citizens play in energy efficiency and the policy
framework and opportunities for engaging and empowering them. Participants
heard about CEER’s strategic vision for empowering consumers in the energy
transition. REScoop.eu presented how cooperatives are leading to successful
citizen-led renovation in the buildings sector.



15

Deliverable D5.9 | EEW4 Project | Grant agreement number 847153

Input collection Valuable information on European policies and measures was gained from the
high-level presentations. In addition, the conference was an opportunity for the
EEW4 team to gather insights on the link between energy policies and narratives,
and their role in empowering relevant actors for the energy transition and driving
energy efficiency investments. Thanks to a strong feedback loop, this information
will flow into and enrich the scientific process on narrative development within
the EEW4 project.

Jan Geiss, coordinator of the EEW4 project, moderated two of the conference
sessions.
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Annexes Event N1

Programme

09:00 - Europe's new Green Deal: Energy efficiency at the centre

 Opening & Welcome
Gerhard Dell, OÖ Energiesparverband, Austria

 A Green Deal for Europe
Radoš Horáček, European Commission, DG Energy

 The IEA Energy Efficiency Report 2019
Jeremy Sung, International Energy Agency

 A Green Deal for Upper Austria
Gerhard Dell, OÖ Energiesparverband, Austria

 Beyond energy efficiency: results from EU projects
Radoš Horáček, European Commission, DG Energy (on behalf of Anette Jahn/Ulrike Nuscheler,
EASME who were unable to join on short notice due to Covid circumstances)

11:00 - Narrative Session: Creating a better society through the local energy transition

 Young voices for the energy transition
- Lakshmishree Venugopal, India / Germany
- Lurian Pires Klein, Brasil / Portugal
- Alex Epik, Ukraine
- Meri Olenius, Finland
- Irene di Padua, Italy / Belgium

 Your opinions and views: the Energy Efficiency Watch Survey live
Christiane Egger, OÖ Energiesparverband, Austria

 Creating a better community image
Vlasta Krmelj, Energy Agency of Podravje, Slovenia

 Competitiveness through energy efficiency
Nina Riehle, Ras Al Khaimah, United Arab Emirates
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 Presentation of the annual Young Energy Efficiency Researcher Award
Markus Achleitner, Regional Minister for Economy and Energy, Upper Austria

13:00 End of the conference
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Printed event folders: first announcement and programme

First announcement folder:
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Conference programme:
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Pictures
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Annexes Event N2

Programme

09:00 - Policy and Financing Session: A green recovery through the energy transition

 Welcome and opening
Markus Achleitner, Regional Minister for Economy and Energy, Upper Austria

 Energy efficiency policies and programmes for a green recovery
Carlos Sánchez Rivero, European Commission, DG Energy

 Energy Efficiency 2020: a global update and outlook
Brian Motherway, International Energy Agency

 Best Young Energy Efficiency Researcher Award

 Home renovation services: a boost for the green recovery
Christophe Milin, European Commission, CINEA

 The energy transition investment boom in Upper Austria
Gerhard Dell, OÖ Energiesparverband, Austria

 The "Green Recovery Tracker": recovery packages under scrutiny
Helena Mölter, Wuppertal Institute, Germany

 Shifting the trillions: a finance system fit for the energy transition
Karsten Löffler, Green and Sustainable Finance Cluster, Germany

 Financing the Green Deal
Ralf Goldmann, European Investment Bank

11:30 - Best practices in energy efficiency policy: solutions for the post-pandemic era
 Energy Efficiency Watch: New narratives for energy efficiency

- The missing WHY: insights from 1,270 energy efficiency experts
Christiane Egger, OÖ Energiesparverband, Austria
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- Case Studies for energy transition narratives
Daniel Becker, Guidehouse, Germany

 Energy efficiency and the digitisation of the economy
Benoit Lebot, Ministère de la Transition Écologique, France

 Better policies for better lighting
Ourania Georgoutsakou, LightingEurope

 Energy Efficiency First: What does it mean in practice?
Jean-Sébastien Broc, Institute for European Energy and Climate Policy, NL

13:00 End of the conference
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Printed event folders: first announcement and programme

First announcement folder:
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Conference programme:
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Pictures
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Annexes Event N3

Programme

09:00 - Fast tracking energy efficiency: Fit for 55

 Opening and welcome
Gerhard Dell, Energy Commissioner of Upper Austria

"Fit for 55" with energy efficiency
Claudia Canevari, European Commission, DG Energy

Energy efficiency progress on the path to the Paris targets
Kevin Lane, International Energy Agency

The Austrian renewable heat strategy – a key element of the energy transition
Michael Aumer, Federal Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and
Technology, Austria
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Narratives for the energy transition: a global perspective
Miranda Schreurs, Technical University of Munich, Germany

11:00 - Driving energy efficiency investments

 Sustainable energy investments in national Recovery Plans
Nadine Müller, European Commission, Recovery and Resilience Task Force

Energy Leader Upper Austria
Gerhard Dell, OÖ Energiesparverband, Austria

Business leadership for a climate neutral economy
Martin Porter, Cambridge Institute for Sustainability Leadership (CISL), United Kingdom

 A spotlight on the energy transition in the Gulf
countries

Andrea Di Gregorio, Ras Al Khaimah, United Arab Emirates

12:00 - Engaging and empowering citizens

 Empowering consumers for the energy transition
Charles Esser, Council of European Energy Regulators (CEER)

Cooperatives enabling citizen-based energy investments
Sem Oxenaar, REScoop.eu, Belgium

13:00 End of the conference
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Printed event folders: first announcement and programme

First announcement folder:
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Conference programme:
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Pictures
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